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Adult Survey 

29/11/2016 

Aims to determine whether exposure to smoke from the 

Hazelwood coal mine fire has affected the health of local adults 

relative to a comparison community which was minimally exposed. 

Includes adults residing in Morwell or selected areas of Sale in 

February 2014 

Participation involves: 

•Completing a questionnaire 

about respiratory, cardiovascular 

and psychological health, 

proximity to the mine fire, type of 

residence and health-related risk 

factors. 

•Consenting to linkage with 

ambulance, hospital, cancer and 

death records. 
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Contact and recruitment 

• Contact details for 9,457 adults in  

Morwell and 4,444 adults in Sale 

have been obtained from the  

Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC). 

• In the lead up to recruitment,  

a fridge magnet/flyer was  

dropped in the letter boxes of  

eligible residential addresses across  

Morwell and Sale. 
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Contact and recruitment cont’d 

• In a staged mailout, personalised invitation packs 

have been mailed to adults at their current  

VEC address. 
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Contact and recruitment cont’d 

Initially, participation has been invited by phone interview or online 

questionnaire. 

Phone interview is the most time efficient for participants and usually 

provides the most complete data for the researchers; 

Online questionnaires are convenient for participants who wish to 

complete the survey whenever it suits them (as long as they have internet 

access and skills) 
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Contact and recruitment cont’d 

• Reminder Postcards, followed by Reminder Packs with paper 

questionnaires, have subsequently been mailed to non-responders. 

• Community packs, containing paper questionnaires, have been 

delivered to numerous public locations. 
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Responding to barriers to participation 
We have constantly monitored community feedback to identify, and 

respond to, barriers to participation, problems and common areas of 

misunderstanding about the Adult Survey. 

Common misconceptions include: 

“I wasn’t effected, I’m fine, so my participation is of no value” 

“I left town for a couple of weeks, so my participation is of no value” 

“I don’t want to share personal information held by my doctor” 

“I’m unable to sit on the phone for long periods” 

“I can’t use the internet” 

“The online survey link doesn’t work” 

“I haven’t received my gift card” 

“The questions are too personal” 
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Responding to barriers to participation 



Recruitment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Survey recruitment rates by town; 9 November 2016 
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Next steps 

 The Community Engagement and Recruitment Coordinator 

continues to attend public venues to promote the Survey, and 

respond to 1800 calls and emails 

 Recruitment closes 31 January 2017 

 Data auditing and cleaning 

 Geocoding daily residential, work and relocation addresses so 

that exposure levels can be estimated for all participants 

 Statistical analysis 

 Reporting and disseminating findings 
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