
  

 

 

Hazelwood Health Study: 
Impacts on older people and policy review 

 
 

Participants needed: 
 

Older Latrobe Valley residents and their family members and carers are 

invited to participate in group discussion about the impacts of the smoke 

from the Morwell Open Cut mine fire in February-March last year 
 

Researchers from the Monash School of Rural Health Churchill are interested in talking 
with older Latrobe Valley residents and with their family members and carers about their 
experiences during and following the mine fire last year. They are keen to hold a series of 
group discussions involving up to 15 people in each session to hear their views on the 
impact of the smoke event on older people, focusing particularly on the policy decisions 
made with respect to older people during the event as well as how older people coped 
during the smoke event. 
 
This work, which will also include discussions with older people in residential aged care 
and the organisations that provide support to older people, will identify what policy 
decisions were made during the event and what the implications were. This will inform the 
evidence base for responding to future events. The study will also investigate how older 
people responded during the fires, including what strategies they used to cope with smoke, 
reduce exposure etc. These strategies will be shared with the community, highlighting the 
lessons that we can learn from older people. 
 
The group discussions have been organised at different times and locations to make it 
easier for people to participate: 

 
Sessions at Morwell Senior Citizens (2-4 Maryvale Crescent): 

Older people Family members and carers 

Friday 18 September 1-3pm Friday 18 September 10am-12 noon 

  
Sessions at Morwell Neighbourhood House (48-50 Beattie Crescent): 

Older people Family members and carers 

Wednesday 30 September 5-7pm Tuesday 6 October 5-7pm 

 
This research project has been approved by the Monash University Human Research 
Ethics Committee. Your participation is entirely voluntary and you are free to withdraw at 
any time before or during the focus group. You will not be identified on any of the 
information recorded during the focus group or in any material arising from the discussion. 
 
For more information, including a copy of the explanatory statement and consent form, 
please contact Dr Matthew Carroll on 03 9902 7604 or matthew.carroll@monash.edu  

mailto:matthew.carroll@monash.edu

