
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information on the study please 

contact David O’Keeffe:  

Phone: 1800 985 899 

Email: hazelwoodhealthstudy@gmail.com 

Web:  www.hazelwoodhealthstudy.org.au/ 

Twitter: @HazelwoodHS 

 

This independent research is being 

conducted by Monash University and its 

study partners, Federation University 

Australia, CSIRO, the University of Tasmania 

Menzies Institute, and The University of 

Adelaide.  

 

 
 

The study is funded by the Victorian 
Department of Health and Human Services 
 

 

This event is supported by Latrobe City 
Council

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Hazelwood Health Study is 

looking at possible long term 

impacts on the local community 

from the Hazelwood Mine Fire. 

The community is invited to 

attend two community briefing 

sessions to learn more about the 

study. 

This is a free event for the public 

to attend and ask questions. 

 

Tuesday 11th August 2015 

Kernot Hall, Morwell 

2pm to 4pm or 

6pm to 8pm 

mailto:hazelwoodhealthstudy@gmail.com
http://www.hazelwoodhealthstudy.org.au/


 
 

 

 

1. What led to the Hazelwood Health Study? 

The Hazelwood mine fire blanketed Morwell in 

smoke and ash for six weeks in February and 

March 2014. Residents expressed concern that 

exposure to the smoke could cause long-term 

health problems. In response, the Victorian 

Department of Health and Human Services has 

commissioned an independent comprehensive 

health study known as the Hazelwood Health 

Study. 
 

 

 
2. What is the study about? 

The study is about identifying potential health 

outcomes for people who may have been 

impacted by the smoke from the mine fire. 

These might include heart and lung disease, 

cancer or mental health issues. It will also look 

at the effects on vulnerable groups such as 

infants, children, young people, and older 

people as well as adults in the community. 

 

 

 

 

3. Who should participate? 

It is important that as many people as possible 

participate in the study, regardless of whether or 

not they believe they experienced any health 

impacts as a result of the smoke event. This will 

enable us to better understand the impacts of the 

smoke event on the community. All adults in 

Morwell and in the comparison community will be 

invited to participate in the adult survey. Residents 

elsewhere in the Latrobe Valley may be invited to 

participate in the other study streams. We hope 

that as many as possible of those invited agree to 

participate. 

 
 
 

4.  How long will the study run? 
 

The study has been funded for 10 years 

with the expectation that it will run for at 

least 20 years in order to identify possible 

later outcomes like cancers, respiratory 

illness and cardiovascular diseases. 

5. What is happening and when? 

The study stream activities are taking place 

at different times and covering different 

groups and locations. 

The Community Wellbeing and Older 

People streams are already underway. The 

Schools Study is also rolling out in schools 

across the Latrobe Valley. 

The Latrobe Early Life Follow-up (ELF) study 

of infants and young children is due to 

commence later in 2015. The Adult Survey 

will also be launched later in 2015 and will 

be followed by a series of sub-studies 

looking at different health outcomes. 


